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CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Nature is organized in cycles. Nutrients,
organic matter, all material streams,
everything is being reused.

In that way, life has existed for millions
of years. Within a very short time,
mankind has disturbed this equilibrium
by exploiting fossil sources and
creating long-lasting waste, resulting
in severe consequences for our planet.
Therefore, the only way for us to
prevail on this planet is to restore this
equilibrium. WACKER recognizes its
role in the collaborative struggle in
coming back to circularity.

Role of Circular Economy

The Circular Economy (CE) has become
key for long-term business success. Next
to the need to de-fossilize, the question
of how we deal with the production and
consumption of materials is crucial to
addressing environmental sustainability
problems by not neglecting social and
economic aspects. How we extract and
treat materials accounts for around 95%
of biodiversity loss, and around 45% of
global greenhouse gas emissions.

Circular Economy - WACKER's Vision
Our vision is to enable a circular econo-
my: From value chains to value cycles.
Together with our customers and value
chain partners, we aim at developing
solutions that implement the three circular
economy principles as proposed by the
Ellen MacArthur Foundation: design out
waste, keep products and materials in
use for as long as possible, and regener-
ate natural ecosystems. Recycling is one
of the key tools in this context.
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Chemistry Is Key

WACKER is convinced that the transition
to a circular economy is key to address-
ing the ecological crisis. And we believe
in the power of chemistry and material
science to drive this transition. We com-
mit to taking a full life cycle perspective
on our products and processes.
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Different Circular Economy Strategies
As a producer of raw materials, we need
to define the scope of our products relat-
ed to their end application. Therefore, we
divided our product portfolio into three
categories that follow different strategies
(see below.)

Circular Economy Strategies

Product Durable Disposable / Rinse-off /
type products convertible products leave-on
Examples of Construction or Healthcare, Cosmetics

applications automotive industry

food and hygiene

e Continue to design our
products to support
an even longer dura-
bility of the end appli-
cation and not hinder
recyclability after the
use phase.

e Use of renewable
feedstock.

Focus areas
and strategy

* Examine suitabilility of

® Focus on continuous
market screening.

* Develop (bio)degrad-
able, safe and
nontoxic products.

¢ Use of renewable
feedstock.

R&D projects, e.g.
(bio)degradability,
recycling feasibility,
use of renewable
feedstock.
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Renewable Feedstock
Use raw material responsibly
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RENEWABLE ENERGY AND RENEWABLE CARBON
FOR A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

{ ! } O !
o 333_4{\ = N , ",

' aese i »»
: Solar Wind Hydro : Biomass Recycling
al [ :
z i
g \ i \4
< i —
N H :
=z RENEWABLE 0 RENEWABLE
> L prmm——
2 ENERGY 2 : CARBON
E Hydrogen E
O 1
11] 1
o i
‘I“ \ 4 H \4
1 1
LA X ’ A
! S !
- @ ------------ | Ronewable mﬁl
Industry Home Mobility Bac';irggﬂ;B Chemicals Plastics  Other Materials

Source: nova-institute.eu, 2020
vve alrl

PREPARING FOR RE-USE a Pillar
of recyclec
regenerati RECYCLING r can solve all
same holc ore, we strive
feedstock, RECOVERY whole value
adopt recy st share your
from minir ) DISPOSAL WASTE

HIERARCHY

Wacker C ,

WWW. wacker com/contaot www.wacker.com

Follow us on: m G u

The data presented in this medium are in accordance with the present state of our knowledge, but do not absolve the user from carefully checking all supplies immediately on receipt.
We reserve the right to alter product constants within the scope of technical progress or new developments. The recommendations made in this brochure should be checked by
preliminary trials because of conditions during processing over which we have no control, especially where other companies’ raw materials are also being used. The information
provided by us does not absolve the user from the obligation of investigating the possibility of infringement of third parties’ rights and, if necessary, clarifying the position. Recommendations
for use do not constitute a warranty, either express or implied, of the fitness or suitability of the product for a particular purpose. The contents of this medium apply to all genders even
if gender-specific words (e.g. “he” or “she”) are used for simplification
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https://www.wacker.com/h/de-de/medias/7817-EN.pdf
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