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WACKER enters EU pet food additives market 
 

• Smell and taste determine whether food is accepted. Solutions by 

WACKER can help here  

• Currently the only manufacturer of L-cysteine derived from 

biotechnologically produced cystine that is approved by the EU as a 

feed additive 

• Pet-food manufacturers have a reliable source of supply from Europe 
 

Munich – In pet food, flavorings are used to specifically enhance the smell and 

taste, thereby increasing the palatability of the food for cats and dogs. Since pets 

have a particularly keen sense of smell and taste, flavorings can also help make 

nutritionally valuable but less appealing food ingredients more palatable. 

WACKER offers high-performance solutions for such applications. As a global 

supplier of ingredients for the food industry, the company also develops and 

manufactures ingredients for innovative pet-food formulations. 

 

Use in pet food 

With FERMOPURE® VEGAN L-CYSTEINE and FERMOPURE® NATURAL L-

CYSTINE, WACKER offers plant-based products that are used in pet food as 

flavor precursors and flavor components. During production, they react with 

reducing sugars in what is known as the Maillard reaction, producing 

characteristic meaty and savory flavors. The vegan products have been 

successfully established in the food industry for years. As the largest Western 

manufacturer of L-cysteine and L-cystine, WACKER is now expanding their range 

of applications to include pet food. These solutions are highly effective even at 

low doses and are suitable for various dosage forms, such as liquids, chewable 

products, tablets, or powders. 
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EU approval enables a wider range of products 

“With the new EU approval, we are expanding our range of pet food products in 

Europe to include amino acids produced through fermentation,” says Christian 

Hauk, Head of BioIngredients at WACKER’s Biosolutions business division. “This 

ensures that our customers receive products made from plant-based raw 

materials that are of the highest quality and fully traceable.” 

WACKER has received approval from the European Commission for its amino 

acids L-cystine and L-cysteine as sensory additives for all animal species.1 This 

opens up an important market for the company, which has been supplying 

ingredients for pet food in the U.S. for more than ten years. With the approval of 

L-cysteine derived from fermented L-cystine for use in animal feed for all animal 

species, WACKER occupies a unique position in the EU market. 

The approval was preceded by a positive safety assessment by the European 

Food Safety Authority (EFSA). This provides pet food manufacturers with a clear 

regulatory framework for the use of FERMOPURE® products for all animal 

species. The approval covers FERMOPURE® NATURAL L-CYSTINE PET FOOD 

as well as the following product variants of FERMOPURE® VEGAN L-CYSTEINE 

PET FOOD: L-cysteine hydrochloride monohydrate, L-cysteine hydrochloride 

monohydrate 20 mesh, L-cysteine hydrochloride anhydrous, and L-cysteine free 

base.  

 

Plant-based fermentation 

WACKER produces FERMOPURE® through fermentation using plant-based 

glucose. In this process, L-cystine is produced using a suitable production strain 

of E. coli bacteria and then purified. For L-cysteine, there is one more step: L-

cystine is reduced to L-cysteine through electrolysis. Unlike conventional 

manufacturing processes, the production of the L-cystine used in FERMOPURE® 

is based on a natural biotechnological process. This enables sustainable 

production without animal-based raw material - an alternative to conventionally 

sourced L-cysteine. 

 

Global growth 

The global market for pet food and treats was valued at $145.2 billion in 2025. 

According to the latest report from Global Market Insights Inc., it is expected to 

grow from $152.1 billion in 2026 to $259 billion by 2035. The European market 

was valued at $43.2 billion in 2025. In addition to the growing number of pet 

owners, this trend is driven by the increasing anthropomorphization of pets, 

accompanied by a rising demand for functional and natural pet food.2  

 
1 The basis for this is provided by Commission Implementing Regulations (EU) 2026/402 of 

February 24, 2026, and (EU) 2026/1012 of May 7, 2026. 
2 https://www.gminsights.com/de/industry-analysis/pet-food-and-treats-market 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg_impl/2026/402/oj/eng
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32026R1012&qid=1786361719482
https://www.gminsights.com/de/industry-analysis/pet-food-and-treats-market
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WACKER’s L-cysteine-based solutions for pet food are suitable for a variety of applications, such as 
liquids, chewable products, tablets, and powders. Source: WACKER 
 

 
Please note: This photo is available for download at: www.wacker.com/pressreleases 
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The company in brief 

WACKER is a global company with state-of-the-art specialty chemical products found in countless everyday 

items, with applications ranging from tile adhesives to computer chips. The company has a global network of 27 

production sites, 22 technical competence centers and 47 sales offices. With more than 16,000 employees, 

WACKER generated annual sales of around €5.5 billion in fiscal 2025.  

 

WACKER operates through four business divisions. The Silicones and Polymers chemical divisions supply 

products (silicones, polymeric binders) for the automotive, construction, chemical, consumer goods and medical 

technology industries. Biosolutions, the life sciences division, specializes in bioengineered products such as 

biopharmaceuticals and food additives. Polysilicon produces hyperpure polysilicon for the semiconductor and 

photovoltaic industries.  

 
www.wacker.com                                                                                                                 Follow us on      

 
 

http://www.wacker.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wacker
https://www.youtube.com/user/WackerChemie
https://www.instagram.com/wacker_global

