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WACKER Expands Specialty Silicone 
Production in China 

Munich / Zhangjiagang, September 26, 2023 – Wacker Chemie 

AG is expanding its specialty silicone manufacturing capacities 

in China. A kick-off event today at the Zhangjiagang site in 

Jiangsu Province marks the start of construction of several new 

production lines, where the globally operating chemical group 

will manufacture functional silicone fluids, silicone emulsions 

and silicone elastomer gels. Investments of some €150 million 

have been earmarked for the expansion project. The project has 

already received all necessary permits from local authorities. 

The new facilities are scheduled to come on stream in the 

second half of 2025. 

“This expansion project is our largest single investment in 

Zhangjiagang since the site was officially commissioned in 2010,” 

said Alvin Hu, President of WACKER China. Demand from customers 

in China is growing steadily, he added, especially for innovative 

specialty silicones. “The new production facilities and our expanded 

research and development activities on site will do more than just 

strengthen our presence in China – they also underscore our 

determination to offer even better service to our customers in China 

and the Asia-Pacific region going forward,” Hu explained. 

Christian Kirsten, the WACKER Executive Board member responsible 

for the Group’s global silicone business, likewise emphasized the 
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steady growth in demand for high-quality specialty silicones: “Silicone 

fluids, emulsions and gels are used in many kinds of applications 

today, which is why we anticipate growth to continue.” Expanding 

capacity in Zhangjiagang, he pointed out, is a logical next step in the 

Group’s strategy of continuing to make specialty silicones a bigger 

part of its product portfolio. 

Silicone emulsions and elastomer gels from WACKER are typically 

used in textile, cosmetic and personal-care applications, including 

skin creams, shampoos and fabric softeners. Here they keep makeup 

from staining clothing, reduce the negative impact that contact with 

water has on sunscreen protection, and allow moisturizers and night 

creams to remain pleasantly silky soft. Functional silicone fluids, on 

the other hand, are important starting materials for industrial 

applications such as impregnating or release agents. Other 

applications for silicone fluids include their use as additives for 

construction, paper, paints and coatings. 

Zhangjiagang is one of WACKER Group’s largest fully integrated 

production sites. From here the company supplies rapidly growing 

Asian markets with a wide array of downstream silicone products 

such as sealants, elastomers, emulsions and fluids. Silicones from 

WACKER are used not only in traditional application areas, such as 

the textile, leather and fiber industries, and for chemical processes 

and coatings. They also play a key role in particularly innovative 

industries, such as electromobility, renewable power generation and 

medical technology. 
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WACKER’s Zhangjiagang site in Jiangsu Province, China. WACKER is 
expanding its capacities for functional silicone fluids, silicone emulsions and 
silicone elastomer gels in response to rising demand for high-quality 
specialty silicones on the part of its customers in Asia. (Photo: WACKER) 
 

Note: 

This photo is available for download at: 
http://www.wacker.com/pressreleases  

 

http://www.wacker.com/pressreleases
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This press release contains forward-looking statements based on assumptions and estimates of 
WACKER’s Executive Board. Although we assume the expectations in these forward-looking 
statements are realistic, we cannot guarantee they will prove to be correct. The assumptions may 
harbor risks and uncertainties that may cause the actual figures to differ considerably from the 
forward-looking statements. Factors that may cause such discrepancies include, among other 
things, changes in the economic and business environment, variations in exchange and interest 
rates, the introduction of competing products, lack of acceptance for new products or services, 
and changes in corporate strategy. WACKER does not plan to update the forward-looking 
statements, nor does it assume the obligation to do so. 
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The Company in Brief: 
WACKER is a global chemical company with some 15,700 employees and annual 
sales of around €8.21 billion (2022). 
WACKER has a global network of 27 production sites, 26 technical competence 
centers and 50 sales offices. 
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber grades and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas; 
thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetates and vinyl acetate copolymers and terpolymers in the form of 
dispersible polymer powders, dispersions, solid resins and solutions  
 
WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS 
Biotech products such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, as well as fine 
chemicals and PVAc solid resins 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaic industries 
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