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CHANGE IN WACKER’S EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

 BOARD MEMBER AUGUSTE WILLEMS TO LEAVE THE 

COMPANY AT THE END OF APRIL 

 DR. CHRISTIAN KIRSTEN APPOINTED AS WILLEM’S 

SUCCESSOR 

Munich, March 3, 2023 – Auguste Willems (64), member of the 

Executive Board of Wacker Chemie AG, will leave the company on 

April 30, 2023, at his own request. At its meeting yesterday, the 

Supervisory Board appointed Dr. Christian Kirsten (51) as his 

successor. Kirsten will join the Executive Board on May 1 on a 

three-year contract. 

A graduate in business administration with a doctorate in chemistry, he 

will join the Munich-based chemicals group from consumer goods and 

adhesives manufacturer Henkel. At Henkel, Kirsten was most recently 

Corporate Senior Vice President with global responsibility for the 

company’s adhesives business with the automotive and metal 

industries, as well as for all adhesives operations in Europe. 

Dr. Peter-Alexander Wacker, Chairman of the Supervisory Board, 

thanked Willems for his many years of service to the company: “In his 

more than 17 years on the Executive Board, Auguste Willems has 

helped shape the development of the WACKER Group across a 

variety of areas of responsibility. With his strong customer and market 

orientation, he has made a key contribution to the company’s 
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operational growth and significantly strengthened its customer focus. 

It is an achievement that deserves our utmost respect.” 

 

Auguste Willems 

August Willems studied bioscience at the University of Leuven 

(Belgium). After graduating, he joined Henkel, holding various sales 

and marketing positions. He then spent several years in Indonesia 

and the USA, with overall operations responsibility. After Henkel split 

off its specialty-chemicals business, he transferred to Cognis as 

Group Vice President of Functional Products and member of the 

Corporate Executive Committee in 2002. In January 2006, Willems 

was appointed to the Executive Board of Wacker Chemie AG. 

 

Dr. Christian Kirsten 

Dr. Christian Kirsten studied in Düsseldorf, where he received his 

doctorate in chemistry in 1997. He began his career in Central 

Research at Henkel AG & Co. KGaA. After holding positions in 

management consulting and in the automotive industry between 2000 

and 2006, he returned to Henkel as Head of Global Raw Materials 

Procurement. Starting in 2013, he was responsible for Henkel’s global 

adhesives business for the automotive and metal industries, which he 

managed from Shanghai, China, between 2015 and 2017. In 2018, 

he assumed additional responsibility for the entire European 

adhesives business and became president for Henkel in Europe. 
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For further information, please contact: 

Wacker Chemie AG 
Media Relations & Information 
Christof Bachmair 
Tel. +49 89 6279-1830 
christof.bachmair@wacker.com 
www.wacker.com 
follow us on:   
 
The Company in Brief: 

WACKER is a global chemical company with some 14,400 employees and annual 
sales of around €6.21 billion (2021). 
WACKER has a global network of 27 production sites, 23 technical competence 
centers and 52 sales offices. 
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber grades and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas; 
thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetates and vinyl acetate copolymers and terpolymers in the form of 
dispersible polymer powders, dispersions, solid resins and solutions  
 
WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS 
Biotech products such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, as well as fine 
chemicals and PVAc solid resins 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaic industries 
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