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WACKER TO BUILD NEW PRODUCTION
FACILITIES FOR DISPERSIONS AND
POLYMER POWDERS IN SOUTH KOREA


WITH AN ANNUAL CAPACITY OF 80,000 METRIC TONS, NEW
POLYMER POWDER PLANT SUPPLEMENTS THE ULSAN SITE’S
SUPPLY CHAIN



NEW DISPERSIONS REACTOR LINE WILL PRODUCE SUFFICIENT
RAW MATERIAL FOR SPRAY DRYING



CONSTRUCTION WORK TO START IN LATE 2017, WITH
COMPLETION EXPECTED IN Q1 2019



AROUND €60 MILLION TO BE INVESTED



CEO RUDOLF STAUDIGL: “THE EXPANSION OF THE ULSAN SITE
WILL STRENGTHEN OUR MARKET POSITION AS THE WORLD’S
LEADING MANUFACTURERS OF DISPERSIONS AND
DISPERSIBLE POLYMER POWDERS”

Munich and Ulsan, September 28, 2017 – Wacker Chemie AG is expanding
its existing production plants for polymer binders in South Korea . The
Munich-based chemical company plans to build a new spray dryer for
dispersible polymer powders at its Ulsan site. The dryer will have a total
capacity of 80,000 metric tons per year. WACKER also plans to build a
further reactor for dispersions based on vinyl acetate-ethylene copolymer
(VAE). Its dispersions will be used in the spray dryer for the production of
dispersible polymer powders. Thanks to the new reactor, Ulsan’s VAE
dispersion capacity will more than double. Ulsan’s plant complex, which
covers the entire product chain from VAE dispersions to dispersible
polymer powders, will be one of the largest of its kind worldwide. Capital
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expenditures of around €60 million are budgeted for the capacity increase
and for expanding local infrastructure. Scheduled to start before the end of
the year, construction work is expected to be finished by Q1 2019.
“Our investment in expanding our polymer-binder production facilities in
Ulsan is a key step in our global growth strategy,” said Rudolf Staudigl,
CEO of Wacker Chemie AG. “The additional capacity will strengthen our
market position the world’s leading manufacturer of dispersions and
dispersible polymer powders, and will help us meet our Asian customers’
continuously rising demand over the long term,” he emphasized.
Worldwide, megatrends such as urbanization, renovation and energy
efficiency are stimulating demand for environmentally compatible dry-mix
mortar products. This, in turn, is spurring demand from WACKER’s
customers for high-quality dispersible polymer powders. WACKER
therefore sees the current expansion as vital for reliably and enduringly
meeting the market growth projected for the region. Alongside the new
facilities, the Group is also investing in the expansion and modernization of
local infrastructure.
Dal-ho Cho, in charge of the Korean subsidiary Wacker Chemicals Korea,
stressed the importance of the expansion program for Asian markets: “ The
new facilities will not only secure WACKER’s supply chain in South Korea
in the years ahead, but will also enable us to supply first-class, locally
manufactured products and solutions to our regional customers to meet
their specific needs.” Utilizing the Ulsan site’s existing infrastructure, he
added, would produce synergy effects in transportation and logistics.
WACKER already produces VINNAPAS® VAE dispersions at its Ulsan site.
With over 60 years’ experience in the development and production of
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dispersions and dispersible polymer powders, WACKER is global
technology and market leader in the field of vinyl-acetate-based copolymers
and terpolymers. The binders are needed in sectors such as construction,
paints, coatings and adhesives, for example for formulating high-quality tile
adhesives, cementitious waterproofing membranes, energy-saving external
thermal insulation composite systems, and low-odor, low-emission interior
paints. They are also used in carpet applications, technical textiles and the
coating of paper.

WACKER in South Korea
WACKER has been supplying chemicals to South Korea since the mid1980s. In 1996, it set up Wacker Chemicals Korea as its subsidiary there.
Since early 2008, WACKER’s site in Ulsan (southeastern Korea) has been
producing VAE dispersions and providing local support to customers and
partners through its technical center for research and applications
engineering. In 2010, WACKER acquired the South Korean Lucky-Silicone
brand – used mainly for producing and marketing silicone sealants for the
construction sector. In 2012, WACKER moved to the Pangyo Techno
Valley close to the capital, Seoul, where R&D, technical support and the
WACKER ACADEMY, a training center, are housed under a
single roof.
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WACKER’s Ulsan plant already manufactures VAE dispersions as binders for
sectors such as construction, coatings and adhesives. With the new spray
dryer for dispersible polymer powders, WACKER is strengthening its position
as market and technology leader in this field (photo: Wacker Chemie AG).

Note:
This photo is available for download at:
http://www.wacker.com/pressreleases
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The com pany in brief:
WACKER is a globally-active chemical company w ith some 13,450 employees
and annual sales of around €4.6 billion (2016, w ithout Siltronic).
WACKER has a global netw ork of 23 production sites, 19 technical
competence centers and 49 sales offices.
WACKER SILICONES
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber grades and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas;
thermoplastic silicone elastomers
WACKER POLYMERS
Polyvinyl acetates and vinyl acetate copolymers and terpolymers in the form of
dispersible polymer pow ders, dispersions, solid resins and solutions
WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS
Biotech products such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, as w ell as fine
chemicals and PVAc solid resins
WACKER POLYSILICON
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaic industries
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