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Anniversary: 40 Years of WACKER in Brazil
Munich and São Paulo, August 30, 2017 – Today, in São Paulo,
Wacker Chemie AG is celebrating the 40th anniversary of its Brazilbased South American headquarters. Wacker Química do Brasil Ltda.
was established in São Paulo, in 1977 – marking an important
milestone in the Group’s South American expansion. In Jandira near
São Paulo, WACKER now manufactures silicone products used, for
example, in the textile, construction, paper, agrochemical, personal
care and cosmetics industries. The company is currently building a
new multifunctional facility at the site for manufacturing antifoam
agents and functional silicone fluids. Investments for the expansion
will total around €7 million. WACKER’s Jandira technical center
further offers customers special support with the development of new
products and applications for the South American market. With over
100 employees, WACKER Brazil generated sales of around €90 million
in 2016.
In his address to some 200 customers and business partners, WACKER
Executive Board member Tobias Ohler highlighted the importance of
WACKER Brazil for the Group’s future success in South America: “Our
sales in this region have grown at an average rate of more than nine
percent annually over the past ten years. At the same time, local production
volumes have increased five-fold.” WACKER Brazil is ideally positioned, he
continued, thanks to high product quality, excellent service and a
committed team of experts. “In the years ahead, we expect demand in
South America to grow for our high-quality specialty chemicals – and see
huge potential for our Jandira site.”
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WACKER already ranks among the top silicone suppliers in South America
and is the market leader for dispersible polymer powders for the
construction industry. The region’s main markets for WACKER products
range from construction, paints and coatings, paper, electrical/electronics
and textiles, through to the cosmetics, agrochemical, household and
personal-care sectors.
Executive Board member Auguste Willems underscored the future
opportunities for innovative WACKER products in his speech: “Thanks to
their virtually unlimited applications, silicones have become an integral part
of daily life – whether in the electronics industry, the automotive sector, in
cosmetics or medicine. Our polymer binders enable cutting-edge
construction solutions, such as fire-protection coatings and water-saving
sealing systems. As for our novel biotech products, we are building a bridge
between chemistry and biotechnology,” he continued. “With our ongoing
expansion of silicone production in Jandira, we are well positioned to meet
the growing needs of the South American market. As a result, WACKER
Brazil can offer its customers even better local support in the development
of new products and customized applications.”
A wholly owned subsidiary, Wacker Química do Brasil Ltda. supports
customers and partners in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay.
Beside sales and marketing, the approx. 21,000-m² site houses its own
production plants, which produce, for example, silicone fluids and
emulsions, as well as silicone resins and rubber compounds. WACKER is
currently expanding its existing silicone operations by building a
multifunctional facility for manufacturing antifoam agents and functional
silicone fluids for the paper, cosmetics and household industries. While the
reactor for silicone fluids has already been completed, the plant for
antifoam agents is expected to come on stream by the end of the year. In
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2003, WACKER opened a technical center for silicone applications in
Jandira, which was expanded in 2005 to include labs for dispersible
polymer powders. In spring 2010, the Group established a branch of the
WACKER ACADEMY, its international training center, at its Jandira
technical center.

Customer service on site: at the technical center in Brazil, technical service
engineers test products and formulations for the South American market – waterrepellent silicone emulsions and low-emission interior paints, for example (photo:
Wacker Chemie AG).
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Wacker Química do Brasil has been supplying the South American market
with silicone products and polymer binders for 40 years. The 21,000-m² site
houses administration and logistics, as well as its own silicone production
facilities (photo: Wacker Chemie AG).

New silicone plant in Jandira, Brazil: with its new multifunctional facility for
manufacturing antifoam agents and functional silicone fluids, WACKER is
strengthening its position as one of the world’s leading producers of highquality silicones (photo: Wacker Chemie AG).
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Note:
These photos are available for download at:
http://www.wacker.com/pressreleases
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The company in brief:
WACKER is a globally-active chemical company with some 13,450 employees
and annual sales of around €4.6 billion (2016, excluding Siltronic).
WACKER has a global network of 23 production sites, 19 technical competence
centers and 49 sales offices.
WACKER SILICONES
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber grades and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas;
thermoplastic silicone elastomers
WACKER POLYMERS
Polyvinyl acetates and vinyl acetate copolymers and terpolymers in the form of
dispersible polymer powders, dispersions, solid resins and solutions
WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS
Biotech products such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, as well as fine
chemicals and PVAc solid resins
WACKER POLYSILICON
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaic industries

