
 

 

 

1 / 5 

 

 

Press release 

October 21, 2025 

Wacker Chemical 
Corporation 
NCA Innovation Ctr.& 
Regional Headquarters 
4950 S State Road 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
 

 

WACKER Polysilicon North America Under 
New Leadership 

 
• Ken Collins head of Polysilicon USA and Charleston site announced 

retirement from Wacker Chemical Corporation.  

 

• Stephan Fellner assumed role of head of Polysilicon USA and 

Charleston site. 

 

• WACKER Polysilicon, site management and engineering functions 

will be consolidated in the NCA. 

 

Charleston, Tenn. – Effective October 1, 2025, Stephan Fellner assumed the role 

of head of Polysilicon USA and the Charleston site, succeeding Ken Collins, who 

will retire from WACKER on October 31, 2025. 

“We sincerely thank Ken for his contributions to the Charleston site,” said Chris 

Kowitz, president and CEO of Wacker Chemical Corporation. “Under his 

leadership, we have strengthened our safety culture, expanded our community 

presence with the installation of Wacker Commons at the PIE Center in 

Cleveland, Tenn., and supported the site’s growth from polysilicon production to 

also manufacturing HDK® pyrogenic silica. We wish him all the best in his future 

endeavors.” 

Fellner brings a wealth of international experience, having worked for industry 

leaders such as BASF and RHODIA in several countries before joining WACKER 

in 2007. At WACKER, he has gained hands-on experience across all business 

divisions and regions and has led Polysilicon engineering since 2021. 
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“Throughout my career, I have been fortunate to work with outstanding teams who 

have driven important changes in WACKER’s organization and business,” said 

Fellner. “I am excited to build on the strong foundation that Ken and the 

Charleston team have established—enhancing our safety culture, driving 

production excellence, and strengthening trust in our brand and reputation within 

the community.” 

Since 2016, Wacker-Charleston has produced polysilicon, and in 2019, the site 

began manufacturing HDK®. Today, Wacker-Charleston stands as the company’s 

only fully integrated production site in North America. 

 



 

 

 

3 / 5 

 

 

 

Stephan Fellner joined WACKER in 2007. He has held various positions of increasing   
responsibility in the company and effective October 1, 2025, succeeded Ken Collins as                  
the head of site management in Charleston, Tennessee and oversees consolidated          
engineering functions in the United States. (Photo: Wacker Chemical Corporation) 
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Ken Collins joined Wacker Chemical Corporation in August 2021 as head of site          
management in Charleston, Tennessee. His last day with the company is                               
October 31, 2025.  (Photo: Wacker Chemical Corporation) 

 
 
Please note: This press release and the accompanying photo are available for download on the WACKER 
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News, North America website https://www.wacker.com/cms/en-us/about-wacker/wacker-global/north-
america/news.html 
 

Additional Information 

James Barnes 
NCA Media Relations 
Tel. +1 734-546-4951 
James.Barnes@wacker.com 

 

 

The company in brief: 

WACKER is a global company with state-of-the-art specialty chemical products found in countless everyday 

items, ranging from tile adhesives to computer chips. The company has a global network of 27 production sites, 

21 technical competence centers and 46 sales offices. With around 16,600 employees, WACKER generated 

annual sales of around €5.7 billion in fiscal 2024.  

 

WACKER operates through four business divisions. The Silicones and Polymers chemical divisions supply 

products (silicones, polymeric binders) for the energy, industrial, automotive, construction, chemical, consumer 

goods and medical technology industries. Biosolutions, the life sciences division, specializes in bioengineered 

products such as biopharmaceuticals and food additives. Polysilicon produces hyperpure polysilicon for the 

semiconductor and photovoltaic industries.  
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