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WACKER SUPPORTS SCHOOL FOR SICK 
CHILDREN WITH HIGH-TECH BLACKBOARDS 

Munich, January 27, 2012 – Thanks to a €10,000 donation from Wacker 
Chemie AG, the Munich patient-schooling organization “Schule für 
Kranke” [school for sick pupils] is now using large-format mobile 
touchscreen computers with internet access and video conference 
technology to substitute for blackboards in classes at the Dr. von 
Hauner Children’s Hospital in the Bavarian capital. Executive Board 
member Auguste Willems presented WACKER’s check today to hospital 
director Professor Christoph Klein and “Schule für Kranke” principal 
Elisabeth Meixner-Mücke. 
 

When a child gets sick, an important issue is the school they miss until they 

are recovered enough to return. If a child has to stay in the hospital for a 

number of weeks, or even months, keeping up with classwork is a problem. 

The “Schule für Kranke München” [school for sick pupils] provides a solution – 

offering teaching in the hospital, either in small groups or in the form of 

individual bedside classes. 

 

Teaching at Munich’s Dr. von Hauner Children’s Hospital has now been 

enhanced through the introduction of modern large-format touchscreen 

computers to substitute for blackboards. Wheeled stands make the computers 

mobile and also ensure ergonomic use by wheelchair users. Internet access 

means that the students can keep up with the material being taught at all the 

different types of subjects and schools. “Using the touchscreens is as easy as 

using an iPad, and the children really enjoy it,” sums up Bernhard Ruppert, 
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who teaches at the Dr. von Hauner Children’s Hospital as its vice principal. 

The equipment also allows instruction via video conference, which students 

can link up to either from the various hospitals or from home. 

 

“This technology makes us a pioneer and pacesetter in southern Germany for 

other schools,” explains Alto Merkt, who is taking over as manager of the 

Munich school for sick pupils in February 2012. “This will help us to tailor 

lessons to the needs of the individual students, any restrictions due to their 

illness, and the demands of the schools they come from.” The “Förderverein 

Schule für Kranke München e.V.” initiative supports advanced training of 

teachers in the use of modern devices. 

 

Professor Christoph Klein, director of the children’s clinic and the children’s 

polyclinic at the Dr. von Hauner Children’s Hospital also welcomes the 

investment. “Modern computer technology helps our young patients to keep 

up with their studies and reintegrate into their schools at home.” Classes at 

the hospital also distract the kids from their illness and thus aid the healing 

process. 

 

“We are glad that our donation is contributing to giving sick children prospects 

through the use of modern technology in their classes,” explains Auguste 

Willems, Wacker Chemie AG Executive Board member, who handed over the 

check to the hospital director and the school principals today. “We place 

particular emphasis on sponsoring educational programs for children and 

young people. WACKER itself has entered into a whole range of long-term 

partnerships that give children and young people opportunities,” says 

Willems. “both internationally and in Bavaria, such as in Munich where our 

headquarters are located.” 
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About the School for Sick Pupils 
The “Staatliche Schule für Kranke München” (www.schule-fuer-kranke.de) 

provides education for an annual total of around 1,300 school-age children 

and young people who can no longer attend their normal school due to 

illness. Teaching mainly takes place at twelve Munich sites, catering to 

school-age children and young people from all types of schools and of all 

ages, both in-patients and out-patients. The hospitals deploy teachers from a 

variety of professional backgrounds and disciplines to teach the core syllabus 

subjects of mathematics, science, German and foreign languages. Other 

subjects are also taught. Home-schooling is also an option, using home tutors 

or by video conference. You can request more information about the “Schule 

für Kranke München” and the “Förderverein Schule für Kranke München e.V.” 

from the following address: Kölner Platz 1, Haus 22, 80804 München, 

Germany (Tel. +49 89 3068 3978). 

 
About the Dr. von Hauner Children’s Hospital 
Since 1846, the “Haunersche” has epitomized professional and loving medical 

care for children in Munich. Every year, the Dr. von Hauner Children’s 

Hospital (kinderklinik.klinikum.uni-muenchen.de) children’s clinic and 

polyclinic – together with the specialist children's surgical center – treats 

around 60,000 patients as in- and outpatients, including many cases in the 

emergency rooms that are manned around the clock. The hospital, located in 

Munich’s Lindwurmstrasse, covers the whole spectrum of pediatrics and 

offers all the possibilities of modern pediatric medicine. 

 

 

About WACKER’s Social Commitment 
Wacker Chemie AG (www.wacker.com) has formed a number of partnerships 

aimed at giving children and young people prospects. Schooling is a major 
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focus of these activities, e.g. in the form of the “Bavarian Educational Pact” 

and the regional “Young Scientists” competition. WACKER has provided 

support to “Die Arche” (the ark) children’s charity in the Munich Moosach 

district for over five years. The company also supports the “Science Lab” 

educational initiative in the Ramersdorf/Neuperlach district of Munich which it 

set up to make the world of natural science accessible to children. 

 

WACKER’s relief fund (WACKER HILFSFONDS), which provides aid after 

natural disasters, supported projects in China, Haiti, Pakistan and Sri Lanka in 

2009 and 2010. The fund focuses especially on the reconstruction and 

operation of schools. Read more about WACKER’s social commitment at: 

www.wacker.com/sustainability. 

http://www.wacker.com/sustainability
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Auguste Willems, Wacker Chemie AG Executive Board member (2nd from 
left), presented a €10,000 check to Dr. von Hauner Children’s Hospital 
director Christoph Klein (a professor of medicine and 3rd from left) and 
“Schule für Kranke” principal Elisabeth Meixner-Mücke (on right) on January 
27, 2012. Alto Merkt (on left) takes over as “Schule für Kranke” principal this 
February. The donation was invested in large-format mobile touchscreen 
computers with internet access and video conference technology for use as 
high-tech school blackboards during classes. 
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Instead of a blackboard, “Schule für Kranke” principal Alto Merkt teaches 
using large-format touchscreen PCs. Wacker Chemie AG made these modern 
computers possible at the Dr. von Haunerschen Children’s Hospital with a 
donation of €10,000. 
 
 
 
 
Note:  

You can access this images online at:  
http://www.wacker.com/presseinformationen  
 

http://www.wacker.com/presseinformationen
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For further information, please contact: 
Wacker Chemie AG 
Media Relations & Information 
Christof Bachmair 
Tel. +49 89 6279-1830 
Fax +49 89 6279-1239 
christof.bachmair@wacker.com 
 
The company in brief: 
WACKER is a globally active chemical company  
with some 16,300 employees and annual sales of 
around €4.75 billion (2010). 
WACKER has a global network of 26 production sites,  
20 technical competence centers and 50 sales offices. 
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber and resins; silanes;  
pyrogenic silicas; thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetate and vinyl acetate copolymers in the form of dispersible 
polymer powders, dispersions, solid resins and their associated solutions 
used as binders for construction chemicals, paints and coatings, adhesives, 
plasters, textiles and nonwovens, as well as for polymer materials based on 
renewable resources 
 
WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS 
Biotech products such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, as well as 
fine chemicals and PVAc solid resins 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaic industries 
 
Siltronic 
Hyperpure silicon wafers and monocrystals for semiconductor devices 
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