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LABELEXPO EUROPE 2009  
WACKER Presents New Cost-Efficient and 
High-Performance Release Agents for PSA 
Labels 

Munich, September 02, 2009 – Under its “Smart release coatings 
for every substrate” motto, the Munich-based chemical company 
WACKER will be presenting highly efficient paper-coating and 
film-coating agents at Labelexpo Europe 2009. Highlights will be 
a new product for coating unprimed polyester, as well as a novel 
silicone polymer for industrial label applications with a very flat 
release-force profile. The solvent-free product, marketed under 
the DEHESIVE® 971 brand, cures extremely quickly and is a 
suitable polymer component for high-quality, yet cost-effective 
low-platinum systems. Labelexpo Europe runs from September 
23 to 26 in Brussels, Belgium.  
 

DEHESIVE® 971, which will be presented to a broad trade audience 

for the first time, is a highly reactive, platinum-catalyzed addition-

curing silicone polymer. As a result of its high reactivity, just trace 

amounts of the platinum catalyst suffice for complete curing. 

Compared to conventional systems, platinum savings of up to 60% 

are possible. 

 

Low-platinum systems based on DEHESIVE® 971 can be used on 

high-speed coating lines. They produce a completely cured silicone 

film whose release properties have been optimized for machine 



Sept. 2, 2009                 Press Release No. 33                 Page 2 of 5 
 
 

 

 
 

peeling at high throughputs. Consequently, release-liner and label 

manufacturers can noticeably lower the costs of the entire silicone 

system without affecting the silicone film’s quality. 

 

The DEHESIVE® 971 coating system’s high reactivity enables perfect 

curing. The amount of extractable components in the cured release 

film is correspondingly low. This perfect curing has a positive effect 

on the release film’s properties. For example, very little force is 

needed to peel labels off, which prevents tearing during machine 

peeling or matrix stripping. Furthermore, the release force profile is 

flat. Thus, the force needed remains low even when labels are pulled 

off very quickly – such as during mass production of consumer goods. 

Finally, release properties remain constant even when the laminate 

has been in storage for a lengthy period of time. 

 

The silicone coating system’s properties can be fine-tuned by 

adjusting the amounts of other system components – crosslinker, 

platinum catalyst and, if applicable, controlled-release additive – to 

suit application conditions. WACKER offers comprehensive technical 

support, enabling customers to fully tap DEHESIVE® 971’s potential 

cost-savings and benefits. 

 

Cost-Effective: Coating Unprimed Polyester 
Unprimed polyester is becoming a very popular alternative to paper 

as a release liner because it is cost-effective and easy to process. 

However, there were sometimes adhesion problems with the silicone 

release coating in the past. 
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This has now been solved via WACKER SILICONES’ new HF 100 

additive. It allows reliable coating of unprimed polyester substrates, 

thereby facilitating significant cost-savings during the manufacture of 

release films. 

 

About the DEHESIVE® Product Line 
WACKER SILICONES has been developing and manufacturing 

silicone-based release coating systems for over 30 years under its 

DEHESIVE® brand. DEHESIVE® silicones are organosilicon com-

pounds specially developed for the production of silicone release 

liners and films. Their chemical structure gives them exceptionally 

good release properties towards adhesives. Substrates coated with 

DEHESIVE® will easily peel off from the adhesive and are thus 

suitable for protection of the adhesive layer of PSA labels, adhesive 

tapes and self-adhesive products. Moreover, the silicone systems 

demonstrate processing advantages such as good leveling and rapid 

curing. 

 

To enable customers to react flexibly to different technical 

requirements from application to application, WACKER provides its 

DEHESIVE® line of silicone release agents as a multi-component 

system. Silicone systems are typically used as three-component 

products consisting of a polymer, crosslinker and catalyst. The 

release force can be optimized via a CRA® brand controlled-release 

additive. Some silicone systems contain an AMA® brand anti-misting 

additive, which prevents mist formation on high-speed coating lines. 
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Release-coating systems based on DEHESIVE® 971 reduce the 
amount of platinum catalyst by up to 60% compared to conventional 
silicone systems. Due to its low release values, the new silicone 
polymer is particularly suitable for label-manufacturing applications. 
(Photo: Wacker Chemie AG) 
 
 
 
 
Note: 
You can download these pictures at: 
www.wacker.com/pressreleases 
 
 

www.wacker.com/pressreleases
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For further information, please contact: 
Wacker Chemie AG 
Media Relations & Information 
Florian Degenhart 
Tel. +49 89 6279-1601 
Fax +49 89 6279-2877 
florian.degenhart@wacker.com 
 
The company in brief: 
WACKER is a globally active chemical company with some 15,900 employees 
and annual sales of around €4.3 billion (2008).  
WACKER has 27 production sites and over  
100 sales offices worldwide.  
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas; 
thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetate and vinyl acetate copolymers in the form of dispersible 
polymer powders, dispersions and solid resins used as binders for construction 
chemicals, coatings, adhesives, paints, plasters and nonwovens 
 
WACKER FINE CHEMICALS 
Fine chemicals, biologics and other biotech products such as cyclodextrins and 
cysteine 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaics industries; solar wafers 
 
Siltronic 
Hyperpure silicon wafers and monocrystals for semiconductor devices 
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