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WACKER TO CONSOLIDATE PRODUCTION 
OF PYROGENIC SILICA 
 

 KEMPTEN SITE CLOSURE PLANNED FOR 2011 

 TRANSFER OF PRODUCTION VOLUMES TO BURGHAUSEN 

AND NÜNCHRITZ WILL INCREASE CAPACITY UTILIZATION 

THERE 

 PERSONNEL DIRECTOR SITTENTHALER: “I SEE A GOOD 

CHANCE OF IMPLEMENTING THE PLANNED CLOSURE 

WITHOUT LAYOFFS” 

Munich / Kempten, January 14, 2010 – Wacker Chemie AG 

announced today that it is consolidating pyrogenic silica production in 

the context of previously announced structural improvement 

measures at its WACKER SILICONES division. As a result, WACKER 

plans to close its Kempten site during 2011. The Munich-based 

chemical company intends to transfer Kempten’s production volumes 

to Burghausen and Nünchritz, optimizing capacity utilization at these 

sites’ high-volume facilities. The planned closure has led to impair-

ments on fixed assets of some €3.5 million and to a €5.5 million 

provision. WACKER has recognized both amounts in its consolidated 

financial statements for 2009. Currently, WACKER has about 50 

employees at Kempten. 

 

“Our goal is to close Kempten without layoffs – and I see a very good 

chance we’ll succeed,” said WACKER’s Personnel Director 

Dr. Wilhelm Sittenthaler. Measures include offering employees jobs 

at Burghausen and Nünchritz. “We’ll need additional people there in 
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coming years, especially due to the expansion of our polysilicon 

business. And we will, of course, primarily consider our existing staff 

for these jobs,” stressed Sittenthaler. As a result, he said he was 

confident that the closure could be implemented in a socially-

acceptable manner via natural fluctuation, phased early retirement 

and severance packages. 

WACKER is the world’s third-largest producer of pyrogenic silica, 

which it markets as HDK®. This high-purity, amorphous silicon 

dioxide powder is used as a filler in silicone elastomers and as a 

viscosity-adjusting agent in coatings, printing inks, adhesives, 

unsaturated polyester resins and plastisols. It also serves as a flow 

aid in the cosmetics, pharmaceutical and food industries. 

 

 

 

 
This press release contains forward-looking statements based on assumptions and 
estimates of WACKER’s Executive Board. Although we assume the expectations in 
these forward-looking statements are realistic, we cannot guarantee they will prove 
to be correct. The assumptions may harbor risks and uncertainties that may cause 
the actual figures to differ considerably from the forward-looking statements. Factors 
that may cause such discrepancies include, among other things, changes in the 
economic and business environment, variations in exchange and interest rates, the 
introduction of competing products, lack of acceptance for new products or services, 
and changes in corporate strategy. WACKER does not plan to update the forward-
looking statements, nor does it assume the obligation to do so. 
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For further information, please contact: 
Wacker Chemie AG 
Media Relations & Information 
Christof Bachmair 
Tel. +49 89 6279-1830 
Fax +49 89 6279-1239 
christof.bachmair@wacker.com 
 
The company in brief: 
WACKER is a globally active chemical company with some 15,900 employees 
and annual sales of around €4.3 billion (2008).  
WACKER has 27 production sites and over  
100 sales offices worldwide.  
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas; 
thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetate and vinyl acetate copolymers in the form of dispersible 
polymer powders, dispersions and solid resins used as binders for construction 
chemicals, coatings, adhesives, paints, plasters and nonwovens 
 
WACKER FINE CHEMICALS 
Fine chemicals, PVAc solid resins, biologics and other biotech products such as 
cyclodextrins and cysteine 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaics industries 
 
Siltronic 
Hyperpure silicon wafers and monocrystals for semiconductor devices 

 


