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WACKER OPENS NEW TECHNICAL 
CENTER IN THE US FOR POLYMER 
APPLICATIONS 

Munich / Allentown, October 22, 2009 – Wacker Chemie AG 
inaugurated its new technical center in Allentown (Pennsylvania, 
USA) today. Equipped with lab facilities, the center will develop 
and test polymer products chiefly for applications in the 
construction, adhesive, engineered fabrics and architectural 
coating industries. Through its new addition, the Munich-based 
chemical company is promoting international quality standards 
and the exchange of expertise with regional customers and 
partners. 
 

The technical center is located at WACKER POLYMERS’ new US 

headquarters, which was also opened today. Alongside research and 

applications labs, the 6,200 m2 HQ building houses sales, marketing, 

customer-service and administrative functions. The move to 

Allentown is a major milestone in WACKER’s integration of its two 

former joint ventures – Air Products Polymers and Wacker Polymer 

Systems – into the Group. WACKER acquired full ownership of these 

two companies last year. 

 

“We’ve consolidated all our North American functions under one roof 

at our new US headquarters,” said Arno von der Eltz, president of 

WACKER POLYMERS. “The move will streamline coordination and 

enhance operational efficiency. Another key advantage is the 
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technical center’s proximity to our sales function. This will broaden 

cooperation between product-development and sales teams, enabling 

us to optimize customer support.” 

 

Arno von der Eltz added that there were imminent plans to set up an 

Allentown training center, offering application-related seminars to 

construction customers. The Munich-based Group already operates 

WACKER Academy locations in Germany, Russia, China and as of 

November 2009 also in India. The training programs range from basic 

information on polymer chemistry, to formulation expertise in dry-mix 

mortars, to innovative applications such as exterior insulation and 

finish systems (EIFS) and self-leveling compounds. Seminars are 

held by WACKER experts, local construction-industry specialists and 

university lecturers. 

 

WACKER POLYMERS is a leading producer of state-of-the-art 

binders and polymer additives in the form of dispersible powders and 

dispersions, polyvinyl acetates, surface coating resins and polyvinyl 

alcohol solutions. These products are found in the construction 

chemicals, binders, printing inks, surface coatings, paper and 

automotive sectors. In 2008, WACKER POLYMERS generated sales 

of €868 million, accounting for 20 percent of WACKER Group sales. 
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WACKER POLYMERS’ new US 
headquarters in Allentown (Lehigh 
Valley, Pennsylvania, USA). 
Alongside research and applications 
labs, the 6,200 m2 facility houses 
sales, marketing, customer-service 
and administrative functions. 
 
(Photo: Wacker Chemie AG) 
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For further information, please contact: 
Wacker Chemie AG 
Media Relations & Information  
Christof Bachmair 
Tel. +49 89 6279-1830 
Fax +49 89 6279-1239 
christof.bachmair@wacker.com 
 
The company in brief: 
WACKER is a globally active chemical company with some 15,900 employees 
and annual sales of around €4.3 billion (2008). 
WACKER has 27 production sites and over  
100 sales offices worldwide.  
 
WACKER SILICONES 
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas; 
thermoplastic silicone elastomers 
 
WACKER POLYMERS 
Polyvinyl acetate and vinyl acetate copolymers in the form of dispersible 
polymer powders, dispersions and solid resins used as binders for construction 
chemicals, coatings, adhesives, paints, plasters and nonwovens 
 
WACKER FINE CHEMICALS 
Fine chemicals, biologics and other biotech products such as cyclodextrins and 
cysteine 
 
WACKER POLYSILICON 
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaics industries 
 
Siltronic 
Hyperpure silicon wafers and monocrystals for semiconductor devices 
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