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WACKER Opens International Training Center
for Construction Chemicals in Dubai

Munich/Dubai, March 31, 2010 - WACKER, the Munich-based
chemical group, is opening a new international training center
for construction chemicals at its technical center in Dubai today.
The new WACKER ACADEMY training and competence center
offers an ideal platform for sector-specific networking between
customers, distribution partners and WACKER specialists. The
Group is thus promoting the transfer of expertise to its local
customers and business partners, thereby helping to further tap
into the region’s fast-growing market for modern construction
chemicals. WACKER is simultaneously celebrating the tenth
anniversary of Wacker Chemicals Middle East, the Group’s local

subsidiary in Dubai.

The purpose of the training center is to promote the transfer of
knowledge to local customers and business partners. The seminar
program caters to the specific needs of the construction-chemicals
industry in the Middle East. It provides its customers and business
partners with an opportunity to learn about all relevant aspects of
modern polymer and silicone chemistry and their applications in the
construction industry. Seminars are held by WACKER experts,

regional construction-industry specialists and university lecturers.

Close proximity to the applications labs at the Dubai technical center
fosters a lively exchange of expertise and lays the optimal
groundwork for customer service. Thus, the WACKER ACADEMY
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offers an ideal platform for sector-specific networking between

customers, distribution partners and WACKER specialists.

The new training center is being opened during a celebration to mark
the 10th anniversary of the local sales office, Wacker Chemicals
Middle East. “The new WACKER ACADEMY is an important
milestone in our Middle East growth strategy,” says WACKER
Executive Board member Auguste Willems. “As these facilities are
unprecedented in the region, we can reinforce our position as a

technology leader for high-quality chemical raw materials.”

Due to the rising number of training inquiries from the region, an
independent training center in the form of the Dubai WACKER
ACADEMY has now been established for the Middle East market and
located on the technical center’'s premises. The Dubai technical
center is a regional competence center for modern construction
chemicals and their applications. WACKER specialists at the center
test formulations containing local raw materials under the customers’
specific climatic conditions. Additionally, the technical center offers
practical advice on problems relating to construction chemicals and
helps customers to implement internationally applicable quality
standards. As a result of last year's expansion program, the center’s
available floor space has now almost doubled. At the same time,
ultramodern lab equipment has been commissioned that enables

testing according to the latest international standards.

“WACKER Dubai is ideally positioned, thanks to its high product
quality, excellent service and committed team of experts,” says Dr.
Stefano lannacone, managing director of Wacker Chemicals Middle
East. “The new WACKER ACADEMY here in Dubai sets new
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standards in service, advice and transfer of expertise, offering our

customers and business partners considerable added value.”

WACKER set up a local subsidiary (Wacker Chemicals Middle East)
in Dubai back in 2000 and has been operating its own sales office
there since then. A technical center has been available to regional
customers and partners since 2002. From Dubai, the subsidiary
serves customers from the United Arab Emirates, the Middle East

and Africa.

Ideal exchange of expertise: At the WACKER ACADEMY Dubai application
labs, industrial-chemical expertise acquired at the training center is
seamlessly put into practice (photo: Wacker Chemie AG).
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Practical test: An employee of
the WACKER ACADEMY
Dubai demonstrates the
hydrophobic effect of surface
coatings containing WACKER
products on an EIFS model
(photo: Wacker Chemie AG).

Note:

Photos are available for download at
http://www.wacker.com/pressreleases
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For further information, please contact:
Wacker Chemie AG

Media Relations & Information

Nadine Baumgartl

Tel. +49 89 6279-1604

Fax +49 89 6279-2604
nadine.baumgartl@wacker.com

The company in brief:

WACKER is a globally-active chemical company with some 15,600 employees
and annual sales of around €3.7 billion (2009).

WACKER has 26 production sites and over100 sales offices worldwide.

WACKER SILICONES
Silicone fluids, emulsions, rubber and resins; silanes; pyrogenic silicas;
thermoplastic silicone elastomers

WACKER POLYMERS

Polyvinyl acetate and vinyl acetate copolymers in the form of dispersible polymer
powders, dispersions and solid resins used as binders for construction chemicals,
coatings, adhesives, paints, plasters and nonwovens

WACKER BIOSOLUTIONS
Biotech products, such as cyclodextrins, cysteine and biologics, furthermore fine
chemicals and polyvinyl acetate solid resins

WACKER POLYSILICON
Polysilicon for the semiconductor and photovoltaics industries

Siltronic
Hyperpure silicon wafers and monocrystals for semiconductor devices
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